No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted or disseminated, in any form, or by any means, without prior written permission from the publisher, to whom all requests to reproduce copyright material should be directed in writing.
Introduction
The Eviphididae is a family of small to medium-sized free-living Mesostigmata that are common in soil and decomposing organic matter. Many species are phoretic on insects, especially scarab beetles. Most species are yellow to brown, but some have developed a spectacular bright pink or orange-red coloration. Apart from their intrinsic interest as components of soil biodiversity, some eviphidids are of special interest because they are predators of harmful nematodes. Alliphis halleri (G. & R. Canestrini) feeds only on nematodes (Karg 1971 (Karg , 1983 Karg & Grosse 1983; Sardar & Murphy 1987) and can help protect field crops from damage by plant parasitic nematodes. Alliphis halleri also feeds on a nematode parasite of rodents, a bacterial-feeding nematode, and potato cyst nematode Globodera rostochiensis (Wollenweber) (Murphy & Sardar 1991) .
The last general revision of the family Eviphididae was in a thesis by Shoemake (1970) , which attempted to review and key the entire world fauna as known at that time. The new names in that work are not available for nomenclatural purposes, but it does contain a very useful review of the family and a key to the genera known to that time. Partial keys to genera of Eviphididae may be found in Karg (1963 Karg ( , 1976 Karg ( , 1993 Walter & Proctor (2001) gave a diagnosis of the family and a summary of its biology, and illustrations of some of the genera. Hallan (2004) attempted an inventory of the world fauna, and listed 77 species in 13 genera, while a more recent search of the literature showed that the number of available species names now exceeds 120. That information came from a variety of sources, including internet searches of formal and informal databases, the thesis by Shoemake (1970) , the catalogue of the Berlese collection by Castagnoli & Pegazzano (1985) , the checklist of Hallan (2004) , and the literature resources of the Australian National Insect Collection. It is difficult to be precise about the number of species in the family, because of unresolved synonymies, the inadequate descriptions and uncertain placement of some species, the inclusion of some taxa
